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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLATMS 




i-2.(cancelled): 



3 .(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit ftcfl e rdiag to - cloim l, farth e r 
comprising; 

a synchronization pattern detecting unit that derecis a first partem and a second 
pattern each similar to a predetermined synchronization pattern in input data within a 
predetermined period of time: 

a first frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the first pattern at the first 
position of the input data; 

a second frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the second pattern at the 
second position of the input data: 

a first error detecting unit that detects that the first position is different from the 
position of the predetermined synchronization pattern, and controls the first frame synchronizing 
unit to operate in accordance with foe second position: and 

a second error detecting unit that detects that the second position is different from 
the position of the predetermined synchronization pattern, 

wherein the synchronization pattern detecting unit detects a third pattern similar 
to the predetermined synchronization pattern in the input frame, and controls the second frame 
synchronizing unit to operate in accordance with the third position. 

4-(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit according to olaim 1 T comprising: 
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a synchronization pattern detecting unii that detects a first pattern and a second 
pattern each similar to a predetermined synchrQnl2ation pattern in input data witttina 
predetermined period qf time; 

a first frame synchronizing unit synchronising with the first pattern at ihe first 
position of the input data; 

a second frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the second pattern at tfre 
?ecQnd position, of the jnput data; and 

a first error detecting unit that detects that the first position is different from the 
position of the predetermined synchronization partem, and controls the first frame synchronizing 
unit to operare in accordance with the second position. 

wherein the first error detecting unit detects that the first position is different from 
the position of the predetermined synchronization pattern based on information other than the 
synchronization pattern in the frame. 

5. (original): A frame synchronizing circuit according to claim 4, wherein 
the information includes a CRC code, and 

when detecting the out-of-synchronization state of the frame continues for a 
predetermined period of time by using the CRC code, the first error detecting unit detects that the 
first position is not the position of the predetermined synchronization pattern. 

6.(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit according to claim l, comprising; 
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a synchronization pattern detecting unit that detects a first pattern and a second 
pattern each similar to a predetermine4 synchronization pattern in in put tjata within a 
predetermined period of time: 

a first frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the first pattern at the first 
position of the input data; 

a second frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the second pattern at the 
second position of the input 4ata: and 

a first error detecting unit that detects thqt the first position is different from the 
position of the predetermined synchronization pattern, and controls the first frame synchronizing 
unit to operate in accordance with the second position. 

wherein the synchronization by the second frame synchronizing unit is selectively 



(Y> disabled by setting a predetermined mask 



7,(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit according to claim 1, furthor 
comprising: 

a synchronization pattern detecting unit that detects a first pattern and a second 
pattern each similar to a predetermined synchronization pattern in input data within a 
predetermined period of time: 

a first frame synchronizing unit synchronizing with the first pattern at the first 
position of the input data: 

a second frame ^ynchrpni^ing unit synchronizing wjth the second pattern at tfte 
second position of the input data; 
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a first error detecting unit that detects that the first position is different from the 
position of the predetermined <ynrfimni n ation pattern, and controls the first fram e synchronizing 
unit to operate in accord *;™** wi th the second position; and 

a third error detecting unit that detects that the first position is different from the 
position of the predetermined synchronization pattern, based on a bit error with respect to the 
first pattern. 

8-9. (cancelled): 

1 0.(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit according to claim 8, further 
comprising; 

a synchronization pattern detecting unit that detects a plurality of patterns similar 
to a predetermined synchronization pattern in the input data within a prefolermined period of 
time; 

a plurality of frame synchronizing units each synchrot^ing w **h one of the 
plurality of patterns specified in order of detection at the position of the ipput data: 

a first error detecting unit that detects that a first position of the plurality of 
positions is different from the position of the predetermined svnc hronizarion pattern, and 
controls the frame synchronizing unit corresponding to the first position to operate in accordance 
with a second position of {fre plurality of positions other than ihe first position: and 

a second error detecting unit that detects that the second position is different from 
the position of the predetermined synchronization partem, and controls the frame synchronizing 
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unit corresponding to the first position to operate in accordance with a third position of the 
plurality of positions other than the first position wd the second position. 

1 1 .(currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit according te-oteiro S . composing: 
a synchronization pattern detecting unit that detects a plurality o f patterns similar 
to a predetermined synchronization pattern in the input data within a pr edetermined period of 
time: 

a plurality of frame synchronizing units each synchronizing with one of the 
plurality of patterns specified in order of detection at tfte position of the input data: and 

a first error detf tf*™pimiT that detects that a first position of the plurality of 
positions is different from the posiiion of the predetermined synchronization partem, and 
controls the frame synchronizing unit corresponding to the first position to operate in accordance 
with a second position of the plurality of positions other than the first position, 

wherein the first error detecting unit detects that the first position is different from 
ihe posiiion of the predetermined synchronization panern based on information other than the 
synchronization pattern in the frame. 

12. (original): A frame synchronizing circuit according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the information includes a CRC code and 

when detecting the out-of-synchronization of the frame continues for a 
predetermined period of time by using the CRC code, the first error detecting unit detects that the 
first position is not the position of the predetermined synchronization pattern. 
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1 3. (currently amended): A frame synchronizing circuit ao&ording to olniro 8 , comprising: 
a synchronization pattern detecting unit that detects a plurality of patterns similar 
to a predetermined svnchroiii2ation pattern in the input data within a predeterm ined period of 
time; 

a plurality of frame synchronizing units each synchronizing with one of the 
plurality of patterns specified in order of detection at the position of the input data: and 

a first error detecting unit tfrat detects that a first position of ftie plurality of 
positions is different from the position of the predetermined synchronization pattern, and 
Q/D^ ^ controls the frame synchronizing unit corresponding to the first position to operate in accordance 
wifo a second position of the plurality of positions other than the first position. 

wherein the synchronization by the plurality of frame synchronizing units are 
selectively disabled by selling a predetermined mask. 

14. (cancelled): 
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